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Accidents happen; that’s why almost 
every household has a first aid kit 
under the bathroom sink. But what 
about when a dog or cat gets hurt? 

Band-Aids don’t exactly stick to fur. Luckily, 
big strides are being made, making wound care 
products for pets more effective and increasing 
consumer awareness.  

“The pet first-aid and wound-care category 
has seen significant growth recently for several 
reasons,” explains Tony de Vos, president of  
Cardinal Pet Care. “One is that Americans are 
more aware of  the need for emergency planning. 

First Aid for Animals
As awareness for pet first-aid products 
grow, retailers have the opportunity to 
be a source of knowledge and to provide 
the latest category innovations.    
BY CARLEY LINTZ
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FOCUS ON

Even for everyday cuts, scrapes and irritations, 
pet parents are becoming more aware of  the 
importance of  keeping pet first-aid products on 
hand.”

Not only is the category currently 
experiencing a period of  growth, experts say it 
has the power to stay. 

“Wound, skin, eye and ear care products 
are important to have available to your 
customers because they are typically needed on 
a moment’s notice. [They] are more resilient 
to online competition and position the retailer 
as a one-stop-shop for their consumers,” says 
Geoff Hamby, marketing director for Vetericyn 
Animal Wellness. 

Of  course, it takes more than simply putting 
a few bandages and antibacterial ointments 
on the shelf  to make this category worthwhile. 
Retailers need to stay up to date on the latest 
trends in order to offer their customers the best 
possible first aid and wound care solutions.

SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS
As pet owners seek to heal their animals, 

they don’t want to do so at the expense 
of  the environment, which is why many 
manufacturers, like Cardinal Pet Care, are 
turning to sustainable practices.

All of  Cardinal Pet Care’s 
Remedy+Recovery products are created 
using solar power at the company’s Southern 
California manufacturing facility. Products 
include the Medicated Hot Spot Spray, Liquid 
Bandage For Dogs, Antimicrobial Eye Wash 
and Ear Rinse, and Hydrocortisone Lotion.

“Retailers and pet parents can be assured 
that Remedy+Recovery products are made 
from eco-friendly materials using sustainable 
manufacturing practices, which is an 
increasingly important factor in consumers’ 
buying decisions today,” says de Vos. 

HEMP HEALING
CBD products are currently booming across 

the pet industry as new ways to utilize the power 
of  hemp for pets’ health are discovered—
including wound healing.

Colorado-based manufacturer Pet Releaf  
is an industry leader in hemp-based health 

Zymox’s (zymox.com) Topical Spray and Cream 
uses its patented LP3 Enzume System, which 
is a combination of protein and enzymes 
that includes aloe vera and 0.5 percent 
hydrocortisone. It 
reacts with wound 
debris to fight 
against bacterial, 
fungal and yeast 
infections. The 
formulas are 
non-toxic and 
antibiotic-free. 

TruDog’s (trudog.com) Repair Me is a wound 
care gel that creates a barrier for 72 hours of 
protection with natural silver. The soothing, 
water-based hydro gel is designed for most 
minor injuries, including cuts, scrapes, burns, 
scratches, hot spots, skin irritations and 
insect bites.

King Kanine’s (kingkanine.com) King Kalm is 
a CBD-infused spray that uses CBD oil, aloe 
vera, chamomile, tea tree oil and colloidal 
silver to reduce inflammation and prevent 
infections. 

F.C. Sturtevant’s (fcsturtevantcompany.com) 
Canine Antiseptic Powder is a broad-spectrum 
first aid treatment for common pet skin 
irritations, such as hot spots, abrasions 
and atopic dermatitis. The canine remedy is 
sourced and produced in the U.S., and regular 
use can increase the efficiency of treatments 
to deter flea, ticks, mosquitos and mites.

Healers Pet Care’s 
(healerspetcare.com) 
Cut and Wound Spray 
uses ingredients 
such as tea tree oil, 
comfrey, myrrh, aloe 
vera and goldenseal 
to promote healing. 
The non-stinging 
liquid formula can be 
used on open wounds, 
lacerations, mouth 
sores, abscesses and 
other dermal tissue 
issues. 

CARE TIME
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“We believe that we’ve created one of  the most exciting solutions in the industry right 
now with our proprietary manufacturing process,” says Hamby. “Part of  this process uses 
hypochlorous (HOCl), a molecule that is naturally produced by the body’s immune system 
as a response to combat ailments.”

Vetericyn Plus products use a super-oxidized HOCI solution to jump-start the healing 

products and, like all of  the company’s products, its 
Canna Care cream is made with 100 percent plant-
based ingredients.  

The topical CBD treatment utilizes a variety of  
plant oils and extracts, including USDA organic hemp 
oil, to provide therapeutic, skin-penetrating wound 
care for dogs. 

“There are a lot of  misconceptions in the market on 
the benefits and healing properties of  CBD products. 
The fact that not all CBD products are created equal 
is an important message for retailers,” says Chelsea 
Gennings co-founder and vice president of  Pet Releaf. 
“We use only the best quality hemp products because 
our pets deserve the best.”

 
ALL-NATURAL AID

Hemp isn’t the only buzz-worthy ingredient 
changing the pet first aid and wound care category. 
Honey has also been making waves as a natural 
alternative in recent years. 

“Honey is one of  the simplest, most well-understood 
and safest treatments for the all pets,” says Sean Carroll, 
co-founder of  HoneyCure in Detroit. 

HoneyCure is a first aid and wound care product 
based on the concept of  wet wound healing. The all-
natural solution is made with FDA-approved Manuka 
honey blended with tea tree oil for antimicrobial, anti-
inflammatory and pest-repellent action. Plus, pet parents 
can rest assured it’s backed by professional veterinarians. 

GROOMER TESTED & APPROVED
In New Jersey, the team at Groomers Helper is 

harnessing the power of  a different natural ingredient—
minerals—to produce ClotIt, a blood clotting powder.  

“As a grooming safety company, our credo is to ‘do 
no harm,’ which is why ClotIt fit so perfectly into our 
family of  products,” says Chuck Simons, inventor of  the 
Groomers Helper Family of  Products. 

Unlike other blood clotting products that chemically 
burn wounds closed, ClotIt is a powder made of  natural 
minerals to quickly stop bleeding without any stinging, 
staining, clumping or odors. It can be used for all 
wounds from the smallest nick to major trauma. 

INNOVATIVE INGREDIENTS
California-based manufacturer Vetericyn is another 

company that utilizes an innovative ingredient in its 
wound care product. However, it’s not found in plants; 
it’s a molecule produced by the animals themselves.
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CUTS. ALLERGENS. SORES.  

TEAR STAINS. AND MORE...

Whether it’s a skin, allergy, eye, ear or 

grooming issue, Vetericyn gives your 

customers the power to help the healing 

process when their pet is suffering. And 

they can use it for routine cleansing to 

prevent future flare-ups. With Vetericyn on 

hand, pet parents know minor cuts, hot 

spots, dirt, bacteria, and allergy symptoms 

don’t stand a chance. We got this!

Made in the USA  |  vetericyn.com

   Help heal cuts and sores

   Treat rashes and itchy skin

   Soothe irritated eyes and ears

   Clean coat and condition skin

Update your store listing at vetericyn.com/store-locator
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